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LATE MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


Afler some unusual delay, we have receiv- 
ed our English publications for September and 
October: from which we make some inter- 
esting extracts. No one can read the intelli« 
cence contained in the following communi- 
cations from South Africa, without perceiv- 
ing the utility of missions: No one can 
contemplate the conversion of Africaner,with- 
out being convinced thatthe gospel is able to 
change the nature of the African tiger to that 
of the lamb. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


Letters heve recently been received from 
Rev. Messrs. Campbell and Philip, dated Cape 
Town, 18th April, 1819; they were then on 
he point of departure for the interior. A let- 
ter alse from Mr. Moffat, a missionary station- 
ed in Namaqua-land, who had lately visited 
the Damara Country and Lattakoo, has just 
come to hand. 

Mr. Moffat, it appears, brought with 
him to Cape Town, three converted na - 
tives of Africas-Africaner, once the 
terror of the country—a converted na- 
tive of the Damara country, which is sit- 
ated far north of the Great Orange Riv- 
x, and Aootchuana, an inhabitant of 
thatcountry in which Lattakoois situated. 

Messrs. Campbell and Philip in their 
account of A fricaner, say : 

“ Africaner is a judicious, excellent 


Christian; you would have been aston-_ 


shed to have heard the answers that he 
vave to the questions witich were propo- 
sed to him! How would the great con- 
gregations in London have been filled 
with admiration of the power and grace 
of God had they seen and heard the man 
who some years ago burned our settle- 
ment at Warm Bath, and who was the 
terror of South Africa, conversing about 
the love of Christ, while the tears ran 
down his cheeks. Could the friends of 
the Missionary Society see what their la- 
hours, under the blessing of God, have ¢t- 
freted for this man, they would think all 
their sacrifices amply repaid. 

“Mr. Moffat assures us that the old 
man and his four sons are decidedly pious. 
't must afford great satisfaction to the 


Government here to seea man who had 
once been such a troublesome enemy, be- 
come quite another character. 

“ The Cafires have again retreated in- 
to theirown country. Mr Ullbricht in- 
forms us that the institution at Theopo- 
lis has lost 800 head of cartle ; none of 
his people were however killed or wound- 
ed. A strong party is going into Cafire- 
land ro make reprisals. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. 
Campbell, dated, Cape-Town, 16, A- 
pril, 1819. 


“I think I was never before placed in 
a more interesting group than last night, 
when I beheld in the same room A frica- 
mer, a Demara convert, and a Boorchua- 
na, from a kraal beyond Lattakoo. 

“ Africaner, you know, when I was 
here before, was the Bonaparte of the in- 
terior of South. Africa. “ His name car- 
ried terror along with it for several hnn- 


dred miles around his residenec—indeed _ 


he was the chief dread of my people 
when crossing Africa. I think it will 
please you to read my first conversation 
with him last night. 

“7 asked whether he remembered my 
coming down the Great River about six 
years ago ? “ Yes, Ido.” Where did 
you reside then. “ Onthbe north side of 
the Great River, about seventy miles 
hieher up than opposite to Pella.’ Did 
you receive aletter from me ? “ Yes,” 
Who brought it to you? “ Abram, a 
man from the Griqua country, a friend 
of mine, who came down the Great Ri- 
ver with you, brougiit it to me.” Who 
read the letter to you? * Jagher, my 
brother [now called David| who could 
read, he read it to me.” low did you 
receive what the letter proposed ? “ i 
was glad of the offer of a missionary—. 
I had long in my heart wished fora teach- 
er.” Did you write an answer to the 
letter ? “ Yes, my brother Jagher did, 
and we sentit by a man to the Griqua 
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country, and froni thence it was sent to 
the colony, to goto you at the C ape.” 
What did you write ? “ I desired amis- 
sionary to ‘be se nt, and that he might be 
an Englishman. 

“ Didiyou hear that a wild Bushman 
had murdered one of my Hottentots F 
“Ves, I heard of it some time after, and 
that it was done to gét your cattle.” 
What did you think of the action when 

you heard ofit ? “I thought it was a- 
bominable.” © Why did you think it was 
abominable.” “ Beeanse [ knew yeur ob- 
jeet was good in coming into that coun- 
try, and I wished to see you.’ 

* T then asked Apri? Job. sie Dema- 
ra convert, when and how he first heard 
of God? He said, it was long ago, when 
Berno, a Griqua chief, and some of his 
people, came into the Demara Country 

shoot elephants—that they often read 
o him, antl some others, out of the Tes- 

ament, and explained from the book, in 
their language, about God and Jesus 
Christ his Son. He always thought that 
some greater being than he knew of 
must have raised, or made the great 
mountains ; and he never could think 
how the sun was kept up; and that he 
often Was ofraid lest it should fall down 
upon him. Did you ey er think how a 
tree grew from a small seed, or how you 
grew yourseli,and how your arms came 
to be beth alike, and the same number 
of fingers at the end of each hand ? No, 
he said, he never thoucht of such things. 
they were too deep for a Demara, they 
confuse his mind, and make } him stup sic. 

‘ Mr.’ Motiat explained to hiur how far 
off England was, from whence the mis- 
sionaries came—tliat it was seventeen 
times furtherthan Namaqualand was from 
the Cape . -Afficaner becan to explain 
this to him, by pointing to his fingers, one 
after another, saying, Once to N amaqua- 
land and back to the Cape; again to 
Namaqua- land-and back tothe Cape; 
till he came to the seventeenth finger, 
when the Demara leaned bac kward, 
holding up his eyes and hands towards 
heaven, saying, “It istoo de>p for me, 
I cannotunderstand it.” When we told 
him that Mrs. Philip had lett two child- 
ren behind in that far count ry,for the sake 
of the poor people in this, his eyes glis 
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tened with tears, and he wept silent), 
for some time. 

“ Christian Africaner is a man abou; 
fifty years of age, of great gravity and 
apparent afiection and kindness, of 
dark olive color ; the Demara and Boot- 
chuana are both black ; the latter has a 
pleasant happy countenance. They keep 
a sharp look out after Mr. Moffat ; if he 
moves only from one room to another, 
they follow him mstantly. They are 
only newly arrived, and I ‘think they wil! 
excite much interest in the town.” 


Extract of a Letter, frow Rev. Mr. Pii- 
lip, dated at Zwellendam, May 17. 


“In a former letter I gave you a brie: 
account of the arrival of Brother Mofla: 
and Africaner in Cape ‘own, and of the 
interest excited among the inhabitants of 
the place by the appearance of the Na- 
maqua chief at the seat of the Colonial 
Government of South A frica, in the traiu 
ofone of our missionaries. Enclosed | 
send you the substance of two conversi- 
tions with this singular man: the first 
took place in my house at Cape town, ii 
the presence of a few friends ; and the 
other in a public meeting in a place o! 
worship at the Paarl. The questions 
and answers were inthe Dutch language. 
The questions were put by Brother Moi- 
fat; and both were translated into Eng- 
lish by Brother Evans and our worthy 
friend, Reynier Beck, Esq. In the av- 
swers to the questions we have endeavor- 
ed to preserve as nearly as possible the 
expressions of Africaner; and I am as- 
sured that they have gained nothing i 
the translation. 

“Tam aware that a speculative ac- 
quaintance with the truths of religion is 
a very fallacious criterion of a man’s pi- 
ety ; and that it frequently happens in 
Africa, as in t.ngland, that there are ma- 
ny who farexceed humble and excellent 
Christians in the fluency of their conver- 
sation on religious subjects, while they. 
are at the same time enemies of the Cross 
of Christ; but I have eyery reason tv 
believe from the testimopy of his teacher, 
and trom the amiable and engaging mat- 
ner in which he has conducted himsel: 
since: his arrival 1 in the colony, that. Airi- 
caner fee's as much as he expresses. | 
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had frequent opportunities of seeing him 
while at Cape ‘Town, and he aecompani- 
ed us on Our journey into the interior as 
far as Tulbagh, when we parted to pur- 
sue our different routes: Africaner and 
his people taking the westeru, while we 
were to journey ‘along the eastern coast 
of Africa. At T ulbagh we had a very 
oleasant interview with our valuable 
missionary, Mr. A. Vos, and the friends 
of Christ there. Previously to our de- 
parture from ‘T'ulbagh, and our separa- 
tion from each other, we hada very pleas- 
ant meeting in the House of Mr. Vos, 
formerly parish minister at Caledon; 
when Mr. Vos delivered a very solemn 
address to Africaner and his son, who is 
apious youth, exhorting them to steadi- 
ness in the faith of Christ, and commend- 
ing us toGodin prayer. Africaner was 
afiected even to tears with Mr. Vos’s ad- 
dress ; and we parted with our African 
chief and. our T ulbagh friends with as 
much regret as if we had been aequaint- 
ed for twenty years. 

‘** It may not be unnecessary to men- 
tion that Africaner never saw a Cate- 
chism in his life ; and that ail his infor- 
mation on theological subjects has been 
derived from a careful perusal of the iLo- 
ly Scriptures, and the oral instructions 
of his teacher. Ihave in my possession 
Africaner’s New Testament, andi-you 
would be delighted to see how it is thumb- 
ed and worn byuse. Being asked what 
his views of God were before he enjoyed 
the benefit of Christian instruction, his 
reply was, that he never thought any 
thing at all on these subjects; that he 
thought upon nothing but his catile. He 
admitted that he had heard of a God, 
but he at the same time stated, that his 
views of God were so gross, that the name 
suggested nothing more to his mind than 
something that might be found in the 
form of an insect, or on the lid of a snuff 
box... -- 

Answers to Questions put to Africaner 
before a few Friends at Cape Town, 
and before a Public Meeting at the 
Paarl. 

This dialogue is worthy of being learned as a 


catechism, by thousands who ! have always en- 
joyed the benefits of the Gospel. 
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the simplicity of ny thoughts ; I believe 
that God is the Great Spirit. 

Q. Is he mortal! or immortal 2A. He 
is immortal. 

Q, Is God just or unjust.—A, Just. 

Q. How do you prove the justice of 
God ?—~—A,. His justice was manifested 
in the deluge ; in the destruction of So- 
domand Gomorrah. itis also manifest+ 
ed in the eterna! punishment of the ungod- 
ly;; but most of all in the death of Christ. 

Q. Is God gracious ;—A. Yes; heis 

a gracious God, and lie has shown that 
by calling me from my bad ways. 

Q. What do youthink of the eternity 
of God ?—A. This is a subject I dare 
not mquire too far into, it is above my 
understanding ; but 1 am satisfied that 
he is fram eternity to eternity. 

Q. What do you think of man in his 
natural state -—A. He is unconverted 
and far from God, and consequently o- 
pen to the wrath of God forever. 

Q. What was it that réduced man to 
this state >A. His disobedience to the 
commandments of God, in eating of the 
forbidden fruit. 

Q. Word if be righteous in God to 
punish us forever for oursins?—-A. Yes. 

Q. Would this be consistent witli 
what has been said respecting the good- 
ness of God 7A, God who gave us 
commandments for our good ;° men 
broke his commandments ; and his good- 
ness as well as his justice requires him 
to punish sin. 

Are all men under sin A. All 
men are evil, very evil; [ feel that I am 
evil; and fromthe word of God, which 
declares that all men are dead in trespas- 
ses and sins, and from what 1 observe in 
others, | have every reasonto believe that 
ail men are evil. 

QQ. Were God to punish you forever 
for your sins, would he be good and just ? 
A. O yes! I have sinned in thought, in 
word, and in deed. © yes !- Tam the 
creat Namaqua-land sinner ; and God 
would be just and good were he to pun- 
ish me eternally for my sins. 

Q. Will God punish all men for their 
sins >A. As God is a righteous and 
holy God, and must punish sin, there- 
fore the siuner, or some one in his place, 


must veat thé punishment due to sip. 
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Q. Has any one suffered in our stead ? 
—A. Yes; Jesus Christ. 

Q. Whois Jesus Christ ?>—A. The 
Son of God. 

Q. What do you think of Christ ; was 
he man onlyy or more than man : r—A, 
Fle is God over all, blessed for ever. 

Q. How did he save us ?—A. He 
took upon him our nature, and suffered 
in our stead. 

Q. Was there no other way to save 


the sinner without God sending his Son. 


to die for us >A. In my simplicity I 
think not, because there was no other 
who could pay our debt. 

Q. Did you not say that God is Ab 
mighty > If so, why could he not save 
men without the sacrifice of Christ >— 
A. Because we cannot think of any oth- 
er way by which God could show his ha- 
tred towards sin,and at the saine time 
his love te his creatures. 

Q. For whom did Christ die >—A. For 
all who believe in his name. 

Q. How shall we know when men be- 
lieve in Christ >—A. When men have 
faith they receive Christ’s words ; wor- 
ship him ; lovehim; pray toGod; ab- 
stain from evil, and keep the command- 
ments of Christ; “ By their fruits ye 
shall know them.” 

(. Can we do all these things by our 
own strength ?—A. No; the Spirit of 
God must convince us of sin, of righteous- 
ness and judgment, and must work in us 
to will and to do, according to his own 
good pleasure. 

Q. What is the Spirit of God ?>—A. 
The Spirit is one with God. 

Q. May not the preaching of the Word 
without the Spirit’s agency be sufticient ? 
—A. No; no good to salvation can be 
done by preaching without the Spirit of 
God. We can do noshing that is good 
without the Holy Spirit. 

It being remarked that we can do evil, 
lie, cheat, &c. &e. without the Spirit, he 
wswered, “ These are our own works, 


ao God’s; wecan do nothing good with- 
nut the Holy Spirit.” 

(). Did you not at first suppose that 
wt could werk out your own salvation 
vhhout the Spirit’s assistance ?>—A. 
Vien f sawmy duty, [fancied I could 
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perform it. I knew I had served the de+ 
vil with all my heart, and I thought I 
had only to change masters, and that. I 
could serve God as perfectly as I had 
served the devil ; but I soon found that 
I was mistaken. I set to work ;_ but 
when I made the experiment, I discever- 
ed for the first time that my heart was 
full of enmity against God. I tried to 
change my own heart, but it grew worse 
and worse ; and in my despair I came 
to Christ, pleaded his promises, and ob- 
tained relief. 

Q. Do you now feel that your heart 
is perfect p—~A. No! no "Mynheer, 
(meaning Sir) because I feel imperfec- 
tion im all that I do, in all that I say, in 
all that E think, and in all my prayers 
and exercises before God. 


Q. What do you think: of the privile- 
ges of Christianity >—.. They are won- 
derful. Christians have all their sins 
forgiven ; they are received into the fa- 
mily of God ; they enjoy the Divine fa- 
vour, have access to a throne of grace, 
the witness of the Spirit, and the hope of 
everlasting life. 

Q. Are you more happy now, Chris- 
tian (thisis the baptized name of Africa- 
wer ) than you were before your conver- 
sion >A. [never had an hour’s rest in 
my mind before I knew the Losd; but 
now ican say, that through the grace of 
God Tam happy, traly happy. 

Q. Are you always ina happy frame 
ofmind ?—~A. No; wlren [ am forgetful of 
God and lose the impression of eternal 
things, [ feet unhappy and lose my com- 
fort. When I forget God one half day, 
or feel or do what is displeasing to him, 
Iam ashamed to lift up my head in his 
presence ; but when I confess my sins, he 
is gracious to forgive me my sins, and to 
restore to me the joy of his salv ation. 

Q. Do you think that any worldly con- 
sideration would induce you to forsake 
Christ -—A. At times I can answer this 
question, and say, No; if the whole 
world were offered to me to forsake 
Christ, Lthink I should net; but at oth- 
times | feel so much evil in my heart that 
Liear lest Ishould one day depart from 
the Lord, 

@. Do you find any thing to comfort 
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you when your mind is affected with 
these gloomy feass >—-A. I am comfort- 
ed by the grace and promises of God. 

Q. Do youever get comfort fram the 
doctrine of the final perseverance of the 
saints?—A. Thisis acomfortable doc- 
trine ; but the comfort of this doctrine is 
enly to be enjoyed when we are relying 
upon God and in the act of persevering. 

«2. What do you owe to those good 
friends in England who have sent you 
missionaries and Bibles, &c. &c. -—A. 
As instraments in the hand of God, I 
owe them myself, my soul, my all; and 
i bless God for having put it into their 
hearts ; to him be all the glory, Amen ! 

Q. What are your obligations to those 
who are without the gospel ;—A. It is 
our duty to pity them ; to pray for them, 
and to endeavor to use means to send 
them the gospel. 

Q. Do you, Christian, as an individu- 
al, use any means to bring your fellow 
creatures to the knowledge of Christ r— 
A. Yes, Mynheer. In my poor way I 
must speak to all that will hear me about 
the great things that God has done for 
sinners, and what he has done for my 
soul. 


“ To form a proper estimate of the 
change effected upon Africaner, his for- 
mer character and circumstarces must 
be taken into consideration. A few 
years ago this man was the terror of the 
colony ; a thousand dollars were ofler- 
ed toany man that would shoot him ; he 
burned our missionary station at Warm 
Bath : and when Mr. Campbell crossed 
Africa on his former journey, he was 
more alarmed with the idea of mecting 
Africaner in his journey, ‘than with a 
the other dangers to which he was expo- 
sed. What athange! The persecutor 
is turned into the warm friend of mission- 
aries ; the savage has laid aside his bar- 
barous habits, and has become docile and 
gentle asa child ; andthe man who was 
formerly the plunderer and terror of the 
colonists, is now a friend of peace and 
justice, and is the centre of union and the 
bond of harmony between the subjects 
of the British Government and the sa- 
vage tribes with which they are sussound- 
ed, and among those tribes tliemselves. 
Crossing Africa along the banks of the 


Orange River, Brother Moffat met. with 
atribe of bastard Hottentots, who were 
removing from their former stations. Be- 
ing asked why they were changing the 
place of their abode, they replied, that 
Africaner was removing irom Namaqua- 
land. When they were asked why the 
removal of Africaner, supposing it to be 
true, should make them change their 
place of residence, they replied, that if 
Africaner removed they could not live 
in that land, for it was his influence that 
kept all the tribes in peace, and as soon 
as he was gone they wouldall vo to mur- 
dering one another. What an import 
ant fact! When will statesmen learn 
that the cheapest defence of nations, and 
the best security against revolutions and 
disorders, is the propagation of the purc 


and uncorrupted faith of Christ by zeal-_ 


ous and holy ministers and missionaries. 
lad the chiefs of Caflraria enjoyed for 
many years the benefit of Christian in- 
struction, these people, like Africaner, 
might have been living in peace, cultiva- 
ting their fields, and a vast waste of blood 
and treasure would have been saved to 
the colony.* 

‘The Colonial Goverament was so 


much pleased with the appearance cf 


Africaner in Cape ‘Town, that they mack 
the chief a very handsome presen of @ 
waggon, which was purchased at eight 
hundred rix dallars, 
** lam, my dear Brother, Your's 
“jn the Gospel of Chsisi, 
* Joun Purp.” 
INDIA, 
BAPTISM OF A HINDOO CONVERT 21 
MADRAS. 


A Letter received from Messrs. Loveless 
and traveller. 
Mapras, Fes. 15, 1819. 
Dear Sir.—lt is with extreme plea- 
sure, and a heart flowing with gratimde, 
that we communicate to you the tidings 
of a soul converted to God. He is a 
young man, who has been the devotec 
of the god Seeva; but has nobly given 
* It deserves to be noticed that it was eur: 


intention of Government to send two mission: 
ariessiuto Caffre jand and to support them, or 
~p 


fore the breaking ont of the preser hak a 
war with ‘he Caffres, 
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himself to Christ, renounced his caste, 
and was yesterday publicly baptized, to 
the joy of our hearts, and the satisfac- 
tion of a large congregation. It will 
be needless here to state his. views and 
feelings, as it regards his experience, 
and reasons for becoming a Christian, 
as Mr. Taylor wiil deliver to you this 
account, of which you can make that 
use which may be thought most advisa- 
ble, and for the glory ef Ged. ‘The 
season to us all was affecting and encour- 
aging; we hail this tropliy to our divine 
Redeemer, as but the presage of a more 
glorious conquest, and’state it to be our 
deliberate opinion that, from the signs 
of the times in this direction, there is 
every reason to hope that God is about 
to perform great things for his church. 
The service preceding the public admin- 
istration of baptism, was opened by bro- 
ther Pritchett, who read the Scriptures 
and prayed. Brother ‘Uraveiler preach- 
ed a sermon from Mark xvi. 15, 16, af- 
ter which brother Loveless gave a most 
feeling address to our young friend, who 
at the conclusion, publicly gave an ac- 
count of the dealings of God with his 
soul, when brother Loveless administer- 
ed to him the ordinance, brother Flem- 
ing gave out the hymns, and this affecting 
and solemn service was closed by brother 
Hands. Long, long, shall we remember 
this delightful opportunity, which has 
not only given us additional evidence of 
the power of the Gospel upon the heart 
of a heathen, but encourages us greatly 
to hope that we shall shortly see greater 
things than these. 

We remain, Dear Sir, your’s most af- 
fectionately, 


Cornetius TRAVELLLER, 
W. C. Love ess. 


To this brief account we shall add an- 
other, which is more full, by Mr. Tay- 
lor, referred to in the preceding letter. 

‘Before the day appointed for his bap- 
tism arrived, he had to encounter some 
severe trials. The people of the house 
in which he lived, observed that he no 
longer marked his forehead with ashes, 
nor performed other customary ceremo- 
nies, and they accused him of impiety 
towards his gods. The report of hi 
conversion to Christianity, aad of his in- 





tended baptism, began to be circulated, 
and caused an uproar among his ac- 
quaintance. He was alternately persua- 
ded, entreated, and threatened, by his 
heathen countrymen; and what was 
worse, was coldly cautioned to take care 
what he was about, by some native Crist- 
ians, socalled. I was, however, glad to 
observe that he remained uninfluenced 
by these things. That there was a 
strong conflict in his mind, I have no 
doubt; but this was with regard to ex- 
ternal circumstances, as his family, caste, 
and acquaiutance; his own internal con- 
viction and sense of duty I have reason 
to believe, remained unaltered. More 
than once he held to me language une- 
quivocai as to this point—that whatever 
trials or sufferings he might experience, 
he was sensible they were nothing to what 
Christ had suffered for him—that grati- 
tude demanded from him every sacrifice 
he might be called to make—that as to 
the threats of his acquaintance, he felt 
they had little power over his mind, which 
he seemed to intimate was proportiona- 
bly strengthened; and observed, that in- 
tercourse with those persons was becom- 
ing painful; sometimes he said, when 
reading the Bible in his school, his heart 
would begin to burn, and tears to gush 
involuntarily from his eyes, so as at 
times to render him an object of curios- 
ity to those parents who came occasion- 
ally to see their children. This was be- 
fore he had relinguished the charge of the 
school. 

‘One day (in the week previous to his 
baptism) Imissed him,and he came to 
me the next moraing in somewhat of a 
trepidation, telling me he had just es- 
caped from continement, ia which he had 
been placed by the people of the house 
where he lived, they having shut him up 
without food the whole of the preceding 
day and night. He further stated its 
having been intimated to him, that if he 
persevered in resolving to become a 
Christian, poison would be put into his 
food, and hence he could not think of go- 
ing back there. After he had made the 
matter Known to Mr. Loveless, and a 
short consultation had taken place, it was 
agreed that he should retire to the house 
of a friend, who gave him a room and 
every thing necessary. Here he re. 
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mained till his baptism, and afterwards 
as long as { staid. 

‘The Missionary Chapel exhibited an 
interesting spectacle on the Sabbath 
morning, 14th of February. Every 
part was filled. A great part of the 
aisles was covered with mats, for the ac- 
commodation of natives, many of whem 
attended, the greater part Christians, 
but also a few heathens, whose marked 
joreheads, uncovered heads, and counte- 
nances lowering with dissatisfaction, 
jormed a striking contrast to the mingled 
and variously modified expression of sat- 
isfaction, curiosity, and inquiry, visible 
inthe faces of the rest of the congrega- 
tion. This, it must be obse rved, was 
a novel thing, not only the first of the 
kind in this Chapel, but also the first ex- 
ample in Madras of so decided a renun- 
ciation of heathenism, and entire obe- 
dience to the precepts of Christianity.* 
bien clothed in his native habit of 
the purest white, was seated in the. cen- 
a the first row of seats, and directly 
opposite to the pulpit. Theservice was 
opened by Mr. Pritchett; and Mr. Tra- 
veller preached a discourse on baptism, 
from Mark xvi. 15, 16. Apavoo then 
delivered an account of himself, his con- 
version and views, very audibly and dis- 
tinctly; and Mr. loveless proceeded to 
administer the ordinance, after the ne- 
cessary questions, Apavoo kneeling. At 
this 1 moment I saw tears gush from the 
eyes of more than one, whose piety I 
was acquainted with, and whose feelings 
did them honour. _It was an interesting 
moment, and the attention was profound. 
The emotion of Mr. Loveless was 
ereat, while he preceeded to deliver an 
address to the young convert, equally 
pathetic, encouraging, and cautionary. 

One passage I beg leave to mention, 
‘Might we suppose,’ said Mr. I ‘that 
the departed spirit of the weberable Dr. 
John, could be present with us and see 


“instances of baptism have been nume- 
rous at Madras, but the persons baptized, both 
into the Roman Catholic and Protestant com 
munions, have always been iudulged in re- 
taining the distinction of caste, as a civil regu- 
lation, or sort of rank in society. Nor is it 
indefensible ; though undoubtedly such a pro- 
fession as that of Apavoo’s, is mere noble and 
more desirable. 


Baptist Mission in India 


the effect of his early instructions and 
care over you, how would he not rejoice, 
as we now do; or, if he mingle with an- 
gels above, stirely with them he rejoices 
at such a sight as this.” The service 
was concluded with ‘Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow,’ and a prayer 
by Mr. Hands. Apavoo, now John, re- 
ceived the salutations of the Church, 
and many others. I joined with the 
rest, and saw him after, during the re 
maining three days of my stay. On the 
following Wednesday I embarked. He 
accompanied me to the ship; thence I 
bade him a final farewell; and next 
morning Madras had disappeared from 
my view.’ 





ENGLISH BAPTIST MISSION, 
SERAMPORE. 


Dr. Carey, in a Letter from Seram- 
pore, dated the 19th of January, 
says -— 


The Wuch New Testament will be 
finished in two months, and the Assa- 
mese will not be long after it. Our new 
plan for schools, I meanthe Copy Book 
plan, has received the most unqualified 
approbation from Mr. 'T. Mr. I. &c. and 
all are going to act upon it. Brother 
Chamberlain has left us: 
him. Our brethren at Calcutta have 
taken a piece of ground at Chilpore, for 
200 rupees a year, and intend to live 
there alternately a month at a time 
among the natives. I like this. Brother 
Adam has been married to Miss Phebe 
Grant. 

We further hear from Serampore, as follows: 

Brother Marshman left us on the 27th 
of December, and we expect him home 
this evening, (January 21. ) He has 
visited Malda and Din: igenore. At the 
latter place he preache: fin Mr. Fernan- 
dez’s house, before the Judge, the Col- 
lector, the Circuit Judge, the Surgeon, 
&ec. After service, he baptized eight 
natives, in the presence of those per- 
sons, who attended with great serious- 
ness. Work proceeds with great rapid- 
ity. We are pushing on the translations 
with all speed. While Dr. Carey’s 
precious life is spared, we ought to use, 
and shall use, all diligence. Several 


[ am afraid for. 
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are waiting for baptism at Cutwa. The sand and ten thousand salams. We are 

Copy Book plan has given great extremely happy to inform you, that all 

satisfaction, and will be adopted by the the brethren who live at Harboung are 

School Society! Our subscription tothe enabled without molestation to \anake 

native schools has hithertogone on well: known the glad tidings of our Saviour 

3000 rupees have been raised in Calcut- Jesus Christ to many. On the other 

ta, and the subscription is not yet closed. hand, we are sorry to tell you, that the 

General ©. has subsesibed 500 rupees distresses of the brethren living at Cox’s 

to the College, and Mr. M. 1000. Mr. Bazar continue much in the same state 

Peacock has raised at Chittagong, a sub- they were when you were here. The 

scription of 285 rupees for the support preaching of the word also meets with 

of the Benevolent Institution here. We much opposition from the persons who 
are preparing a fount of smali Nagree, are well known to you. Notwithstand- 
similar to the small Bengalee: when it ing, we preach and talk about the truths 
is finished, Dr. Carey will print a com- of the Gospel in private houses, and ma- 
ylete edition of the whole Bible in ny cometo hear. The letter you lett 

Sungskrit, in a large octavo size. The with us for our instruction, Gnu-lha ard 
Bengalee Bible, in one volume octavo, Soo-ba-oung have also copied, and have 
goes on well: and will proceed more ra- distributed many of them among their 
pidly after the Pilgrim’s Progress and Christian brethren. ‘The boy who wish- 
the History of England, in Bengalee, are ed to come with you, but was prevented 
finished at press. by his mother, now wishes to come, and 
tnd she is willing to part with him ; we in- 

From Mr. Randall to Mr. Saffery, Jan- tend sending him by the first opportuni- 
wary 23, 1819. ty. After the receipt of this letter, we 


Since Mr. Ward left us, I have buri- pray you will favour us with a reply as 
ed a member of the church, named Too- °°" 8 convenient. ‘Thus much we 
no, whose death rejoiced me much. I have to say to ourmuchesteemed teach- 
visited him the morning before he died, *? ™ Christ. 


and asked him where his hope was ?P 
With tears, he said, “ In Jesus Christ.” BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE So. 


 eeemnnieniiinatiendl 


J inquired if he feared death ? Witha CIETY. 

smile he replied, “ He hoped Christ EXTRACTS OF CORRESPONDENCE. 
had taken it away : that he had no de- From the Rev. Dr. Pinkerton. Corfu, 
sire to live longer, he wanted the happi- July 24, 1819. 


ness of heaven.” We have alsoburied —“« The Knowledge of the Lord shall coverthe. 
another member, whose name was Ono. Whete Earth.” 

She has been a follower of the Saviour — On the 20th inst. in the evening, we 
many years, and died in the same hap- had the satisfaction of seeing upwards 
py state. Dr. Marshman is returned of one hundred individuals met ma 
from Malda. While absent, he preach- large hall of the palace of his highness 
ed much, and baptized eight persons at Baron Theotoky, President of the Sen- 
Dinagepore. Capt, W. from Chitta- ate of the Ionian States, for the purpose 
gong, is with us. Though they have of laying the foundation of the Ionian 
no stated preacher, the Mug converts, Bible Society. Among those present, 
increase. the Greek Bishop, Macarius, with a 
— respectabie train of hisclergy ;_the Ca- 

cuIeTAGOKG: tholic Vicar General, with several of 

The following isthe reply of the Christian his fellow priests; the Senators of the 
converts at Chittagong, toa farewell letter ad- oniau State, and the members of the 
dressed to them by the Rev. Mr. Ward. The Tribunal of Justice, were peculiarly 
reply is translated by Mr. F’. Carey. distinguished. In addition to these, 
The Mug brethren to their much es- there were many otber gentlemen, whe 
teemed and honored elder brother at Se- taken collectively; presented a most 
rampore, send greeting, and their thou- respectable assembly of persons of dit 
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ferent nations, and belonging to vari- 
ous Christian communions. ‘The Ba- 
ron commenced the business of the 
evening by an addre$s, illustrative of the 
srinciples and salutary influence of Bi- 
bie Societies; and, amidst other de- 
tails of their rapid progress througli- 
out the world, spoke of their success 
in Russia as a Manner encouraging to 
the Greeks, and of the zeal of the Rus- 
sians in the pious work as worthy of 
their imitation. 

Afier this, the elder son of his Ex- 
celiency, a young nobleman of distin- 
guished talents and imost promising 
character, stood up, and read certain 
extracts from the publication in Greek, 
mentioned in my last, which, with the 
opinions of the Russian prelates, and of 
ite emperor Alexander, relative to 
Bible Societies, and the well known 
patriarchal Declaration, were listened 
to with much attention and apparent 
interest by all present. ‘The statutes 
of the proposed Ionian Bible Society 
were then read, in Greek and Italian, 
aud unanimously adopted. At this 
silage of the business, the venerable 
Bishop Macarius rose, and at the close 
of a concise and appropriate address, 
presented his Excellency to the assem- 
bly as the fittest person to be chosen 
President of the Insitution. This pro- 
posal of the Bishop met with universal 
approbation ; being thus elected Pres- 
ident, he expressed his deep sense of 
the honour conferred upon him, and 
promised, with thie Divine assistance, 
io further, to the utmost of his power, 
the sacred and humane cause of the So- 
ciety. A number of Vice-Presidents 
were next chosen, among whom are 
the Count Joscardi, Count Anino, with 
three other Senators, the Hon. Colo- 
nel Maitland, the Hon. Mr. Percy, Sir 
Frederic Hankey, and some other no- 
blemen. A Treasurer, twelve Direct- 
ors, and three Secretaries, were further 
appointed, consisting of Greeks and 
Englishmen. The President then de- 
livered a most eloquent concluding ad- 
dress, which seemed to make a very fa- 
vourable impression on the audience, 
respecting the piety and benevolence 
of the objeet proposed. ‘This was strik- 
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ingly observable at the breaking up 
of the meeting, in the expressions of 
joy and satisfaction which sounded 
throughout the namerous groups into 
which the assembly natural'y dissolv- 
ed; and in the numbers who pressed 
forward from all sides to reach the ta- 
ble in the middle of the hall, in order 
to enrol their names and con'ributions 
in the list of the Society. When we 
came to examiue these, after the busi- 
ness was over, we were astonished to 
find that no less than 1,025 dollars had 
been subscribed on the occasion, (about 
£250 sterling ) 

I] returned to my lodgings at a late 
hour, grateful to my heavenly Master 
for this new token of his approbation 
of my weak efforts to promote the best 
of causes, and of his designs of mercy 
towards the Greeks, Illyrians, Albani- 
ans, and other neighbouring nations. 
The plant has been inserted m a pro- 
mising soil, whose branches, we trust, 
shall soon extead over the isles of the 
Archipelago, and other countries of 
Greece, and prodice fruits to supply 
the spiritual needs of their numerous 
inhabitants. The immediate field of 


the Society’s labours will be the Seven — 


Islands, containing a population of 
about 200,000 souls; but the exertions 
of the Institution are meant to be di- 
rected toa much greater distance; for, 
according to the first article of the 
statutes, the object of the Society ts de- 
fined to be “The circulation of the 
Holy Scriptures, without note or Com- 
ment, to the greatest possible extent, 
but especially in the fonian Islands, 
and other parts of Greece” The 
Committee intend, therefore, to come 
into immediate correspondence with 
their brethren in every part of Greece 
and Albania, and invite them to a cor- 
dial co-operation, as far as local cw- 
cumstances will admit. 

The translation of the New Testa- 
ment into the Albanjan language, is 
also a point to which the attention of 
the Committee will be immediately di- 
rected. The great need there exists for 
undertaking this version for the nu- 
merous tribe of Albanians, most of 
whom belong to the Greek Chureh,. 


a 
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who haveno part of the Sevipiures in 
a language which they can understand 
is granted by all; and itis proposed 
to correspond with such persous in Ca- 
nina, and other parts of Albania, as 
are most likely to possess facilities for 
getting the versionmade. bBut,as the 
Albanian is still an uncultivated Jan- 
guage, much time will be required to 
produce a version which will be gener- 
ally understood ; in order thereby to 
lay a foundation for the future cultiva- 
tion of the language, aud the conse 
quent civilization of that rude and 
warlike Natlon. I mean to leave the 
Albanian Grammar which I procured 
at Rome, in the hands of the Commit- 
tee, with a view to facilitate this inter- 
esting work. It is farther proposed to 
begin a correspondence with the Greek 
Bishop of Bosinia, with the design of 
ascertaining what can be done for 
supplying the inhab.tants of those 
parts with the Scriptures; and at the 
‘same time offering to undertake the 
printing of an edition of any approved 
version for their use. 

Such are the general features of the 
extensive sphere of usefulness which 
‘presents itself to the Ionian Bible So- 
ciety. The manner in which the In- 
stitution has been formed, and the high- 
ty respectable characters of the Greeks, 
‘both clergy and Jaity, who are Vice 
Presidents and Directors of the Socie- 
ty, with Baron Theotoky at the head 
will make an extensive and powerful 
‘mpression in favor of the Bible cause 
in every part of Greece. 

These, my dear friends, are the re- 
sults of my visit to Corfu. We have 
gained mych more than my fondest 
hope ever anticipated. Let us bring 
the glory to the foot of the Cross, and 
ofler it unto him to whom it is due! [ 
purpose visiting Cephalonia and Zante 
in order if possible, to form Auxilia- 
ries to the parent Society. 

The President has manifested much 
zeal for the cause in general, and has 
great influence among his fellow coun- 
irymen. .*¢ has shewn me unweari- 
ed personal kirdness, and is prepar- 
ing letters of intru@uction for me to 
lifferent parts of Greece. He is also 


Mission at Elliot: 


steam boat: 


Dec 


writing to the new Patriarch of Con. 
stantinople. The climate here is ve. 
ry trying for my constitution ; the de. 
gree of heat, for some time past, has 
been unusually great: [f have been 
much reduced by perpetual exertions 
since I came hither three weeks ago 
What has been gained for the blessed 
cause, during that short period, is quite 
astonishing ! The subscriptions are 
augmenting daily. O let me havea 
constaut interest in the prayers of al! 
good men. 


—- 


MISSION AT ELLIOT. 


Extract of a letter toa young gentle- 
man in Yale College, from Mrs 3. Wil- 
liams, wife of one of the Missiona- 
aries at Elliott, dated August 13. 
1819. 

Weleft New-Orleans onthe 2d of Jau- 
uary,and proceeded to Natches in a 
had good accommodations, 
and pleasant society. ‘The plantations 
on the banks of .the river were hand- 
some and flourishing. We took a pleas- 
ant walk on shore on the Louisiana side 
of the river ; which filled my mind with 
many serious reflections on the situation 
of the people who inhabit that large por. 
tion of our country : how large a_ field 
for the labors of missionaries. On the 
7th of January, at about eleven in th 
evening, we arrived at the Natchez land- 
ing place, but did not go on shore til! 
towards noon the next day; when we 


‘met a welcome reception in the agreca- 


ble family of Parson Smith, where we 
tarried till the following Meaday. We 
then resumed our journey, and went op 
about four miles and put up at the house 
of a lady, where we had previously been 
invited, and wer Yreated with great 
hospitality. The next day we spent in 
that neighborhood, and then proceeded 
on our way about 20 miles, where broth- 
er Kingsbury had leit a valuable horse, 
but the horse had strayed. After stay- 
ing there a week in fruitless search of it, 
we again pursued our journey. On Sa- 
turday the 23d we arrived at the Wal- 
nut Hills. ‘There we were kindly re- 
ceived in the family of a Methodist min- 
ister, and tarried over the Sabbath. 

On the following ‘Tuesday, we enter- 
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ithe Indian nation: and my feelings 
that occasion cannot easily be deseri- 
4. 1 felt for the first time, that [had 
ached a land of heathenish darkness, 
jere satan had long triumphed over 
he poor deluded wretches who had been 
he unhappy victims of his cruel snares, 
bod where the healing beams of the sun 
»( Righteousness had never shone. 

The first night after we entered the 
sation, we Slept at the house of a white 
wan, Who had a native family: we 
vere hospitably treated. ‘The four fol- 

jwing nights, the canopy of heaven was 

ow covering, and the ground our lodg- 
ig place. The wolves and other wild 
yasts howled fearfully around us, but no 
evil betel us, for the Lord protected us. 

At iret I felt a little timorous, but soon 

my fears subsided, and I could sleep 

Gil in the wilderness. T hen, my 

brother, I often thought of you. I 
sometimes wished you were with us, to 

cheer our drooping spirits by the way 3; 

“but there is a friend which sticketh clo- 

er than a brother :”’ the presence of that 

friend we hope we had. 

On the first of February we arrived at 
Eiiot, where as you may well suppose, 
ye met a welcome reception. It being 
« Monday, we collected in the evening 
unite our prayers in concert with the 

lions who were praying at that time 
the upbuilding of the Redeemer 
Kingdom. O happy thought ! that 
tiends in Christian lands, however re- 
note on earth, may daily, yes, hourly, 

neet at the throne of grace to supplicate 
‘od’s mercy for each other. This idea 
s peculiarly soothing to my feelings, 
vhen I recollect with how many friends 

ear to meas my own soul, I have part- 
‘to see no more till I meet them atthe 
aviul tribunal of Heaven. 


After relating many particulars respecting 
te Mission, Mrs Williams mentions the do- 
mtions of the Indians to the Missionaries, 
which we have already published. This fact 
gains additional importance since it was pre- 
veded by a plain and faithful reproof for their 
‘ices on the part of Mr Kingsbury. 


On the 27th of March, a church was 
organized in this land of moral darkness 
and spiritual death. Oh! that this lit- 


ile church, ten in number, might be had 
a remembrance before the throne of 
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grace : and that its numbers might be in- 
creased till its branches might oversha- 
dow all the land, and its fruit be for the 
healing of the nations. You are proba- 
bly anxious to know how the missiona- 
ries are received among the natives ? 
Blessed be God ! he has prepared the 
hearts of this people to receive instruc- 
tion with gladness ; that is, they put 
much confidence in the mission family, 
and have a belief of the truth of what 
they are told. ‘They also manifest a 
great desire that their children should go 
to school, and also learn to work. 

I would gladly mention to you many 
particulars respedting their habits, su- 
perstitions and prejudices, had I time or 
room. But one thing must not be omit- 
ted. A few weeks since, the Chiefs of 
this nation had a meeting, and previous- 
ly gave brother Kingsbury an invitation 
to meet withthem. He accepted their 
invitation, and the Lord prospered him 
in the undertaking, and granted him fa- 
vour in the sight of the people. Brother 
Kingsbury delivered them a plain and 
honest address, in which lre expostulated 
with them on the subject of their most 
notorious vices ; told them of the folly 
and danger of intemperance ; showing 
that it was not only destructiv e to their 
peace and happiness, but would ruin 
their bodies and souls, and also their 
wives and children. ‘They listened to 

‘tadmonition with attention, and man- 
ifeste.* their good will by making dona- 
tions for txe support of this school, in 
cattle and money, toa very considerable 
amount, perhaps over two thousand dol- 
lars, Sure the Lord turneth the he: arts 
ofthe children of men whithersoever he 
will, 


STATE OF RELIGION IN VERMONT. 


Report of the Committee appointed by 
the General Convention of Congre- 
gational and Presbyterian Ministers 
an Vermont, at their annual meeting, 
Sept. 14, 1819, to take minutes of 
the state of religion. 


The period of the world in which we 
live is highly eventiul; and every suc- 
cessive year furnishes new and more 
abundant presages of the future glory 
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and universal extension of the kingdom 
of Christ onearth. While we are called 
upon to be humble that so much indiffer- 
ence has prevailed in our congregations 
and churches, in regard to the prosperity 
of that kingdom, which the Lord of Glo- 
ry died to establish, and in whose ad- 
vancement the best interests of men are 
involved; scenes have been witnessed 
among us during the past year, over 
which angels have rejoiced, and which 
ought to gladden the hearts of the friends 
of the Redeemer upon earth. 

In Windham Association, no special 
revivals have existed ; yet it ts a pleasing 
circumstance, that those who have been 
extensively gathered into the churches, 
in past revivals, have in general, conduct- 
ed agreeably to their holy profession. 

Pawlet Association has not enjoyed 
any ‘special outpourings of the Spirit; 
yet the condition of their churches fur- 
nishes occasion of gratitude to God, for 
what he has heretofore done for them. 
Religious charitable societies abound, 
particularly among females and youth. 

In Orange Association, afer a season 
of coldness for several years, God has 
visited a number of churches with glo- 
rious displays of his mercy. In Ver- 
shire, thirty-five hopeful converts were 
numbered. In Chelsea, the work has 
‘been much more extensive; and its pres- 
ent appearance is as promising asit has 
at any time, been. Seventy have be- 
come hopeful converts; and nearly as 
many more may be considered as under 
conviction. This revival was preceded 
by an attention to discipline, and a pub- 
lic confession of ai want of faithfulness, 
by the church in Tunbridge, a good work 
is begun, but as yet only five or six in- 
dulged hopes of a saving change. In 
Newbury, which, though a wealthy town, 
is destitute of asettled minister, God wes 
pleased to bless the faithful exertions of 
Rev. Mr. Woodward, now a Missionary 
to India, who spent a short season among 
them, and who was abundant in his la- 
bours. About thirty have been added 


xo the church, and several more may be 
considered as hopeful converts. 

In Rutland Association, no unusual 
attention to religion has existed ; but 
order and harmony prevail in the chureh- 


Staie of Religion in Vermont. rt 






u 










es. About ten members have been»; «| vigor 
ded to the church in Castleton. , establi 
To the churches in Royalton Associgl gitutiot 






tion, generally, some additions ha 
been made; and, in some towns, a spy 
cial attention to religion has existe 
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Thirty-five have been added to tg, slum 
church in Berlin, who are chiefly headflyon; th: 
of families. In Royalton, the numbelihcure th 


of hepeful converts is forty. The {i 
lowing places, in the new and destitu 
parts of our state, have been to a degr 
visited. In Marshfield, some unusu, 
attention to religion prevails, and te 
have recently obtained hopes of a savin 
change. ‘To the church in Cabot, si 
have beenadded : andin Troy and Belyi 
dere, also, religion is evidently advancing 

In Addison Association, the church. 
have received some additions. In Mid 
dlebury, fourteen youth, from eleven ty 
sixteen years of age, who principally; 
side in one school district, have expres 
sed hopes that the good work of diviv 
grace has been begun withinthem.  7\ 
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the church in Cornwall, twenty-thrll We « 
have been added; and seven more maj giving 
be counted as hopeful converts. 14 has inc 
Shoreham and Bridport, some uncom very € 
mon seriousness has existed. ‘To thf ite u 
church in Shelburne, twenty-one havi and al: 
been added; and, in Hinesburgh, foul know! 
teen have become the hopeful subjects qi minds 
a saving change. earn, 
Inthe Coos Association, no special 1H tant © 
vival of religion has taken place. Ti Christ 
church in Peachham has received tweo@f dies 0 
ty-live to its communion, whose religioug# than i: 
hopes commenced during the extensiv@ to sce 
out-pouring of the Spirit, which was esq Lord | 
joyed in that place the year previous 1 to be 
our last meeting. ‘The contributions @ in thi 
charitable institutions, in this section of cern, 
our state, have been unusually liberal. 9 the ri 
In the North Western Associationgy the se 
while the order and discipline of th ing. 
churches is well maintained, and som Cod } 
numbers have been added te most ¢@ on, w 
them, nothing worthy of special notic® he w 
has existed, except in Enosburgh. if inten 
that comparatively new town, the poweg the cl 
of divine grace has been manifestec¥ the s) 
forty have been added to the church;an@ of th 
itis expected that others will bereceive¢{ = word 


‘Lhe great and increasing attention t 












(Ded rath schools, and to the monthly 

vcert of prayer, and the extensive 
€n adf.| vigorous exertions which are making 
establish and foster those benevolent 
stitutions, which are designed, in va- 
s ways, to aid in the advancement of 
.Redeemer’s Kingdom, afford pleasing 
jdence that Christians among us are 
x slumbering over the desolations of 
Zion; that they are anxious not only te 
ure the territory which has already 
yen recovered from the empire of sin; 
but, that they are also resolutely bent 
apon achieving new conquests. The 
patronage which has been extended to 
the Vermont Juvenile Missionary So- 
ciety, is correspondent to the hopes 
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ot, si which were excited, by the highly auspi- 
Belyid@ cious circumstances, under which it was 
Cing MM at first established. The inhabitants of 
urcheg™ some of our new and destitute places, 
i Mid have already listened to the Word of 
en tal Life, proclaimed by those whom it has 
lly refi cent forth; and that its benign influence 
Xpres#™ has net been more extensively felt, is 
livin owing to the fact that suitable Mission- 


Ta aries could not be procured. 
thre@l We consider it a matter of thanks- 
ay civing to the Father of mercies, that he 
1@ has inclined the hearts of his people, 


comme very extensively over our country, to 
> thal unite in the monthly coneert of prayer; 
hav@l and also, to use exertion to instil the 
foul knowledge of the Scriptures, into the 
ts Qi minds of children, and youth We 

‘earn, with pleasure, that these impor- 
lr tant ebjects occupy the attention of 
Th Christians, in all the Ecclesiastical Bo- 
Weng «ies of our connexion, more generally 
ou than in former years: We cannot fail 
SIM to sce in- this, some indication that the 
;ci@i Lord has not forsaken us, nor forgetten 


S “i to be gracious. We, indeed, perceive, 
in this spirit of prayer, and this con- 
cern, for the religious improyement of 
l. ihe rising generation, an indication that 


ion the set time to favour Zion is approach- 
thf ing. Forwe are imstructed that, though 
mee (rod has glorious cesiens respecting Zi- 
to oon, which he will fulfil; vet, for this 
Hie =ohe will be enquired of: awl when he 
if intends to grant some signal blessing to 


ve the chureh, he will impart to his people 
ec# the spirit.of prayer, and tura the hearts 
ing of the fathers to the children. Ina 
cf =6vweord, the Convention have reason to 
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take courage, and they hope that the 
churches in their connexion will take 
courage, from the spirit of the age in 
which we live. It is an age of active 
exertion, and the werd of God instructs 
us, that when there is a spirit of exer- 
tion to extend the knowledge and influ- 
ence af the Gospel, there will be a grea: 
and. formidable opposition to the cause 
of truth and of holiness. We know 
that God will accomplish the glorious 
things which he has spoken respecting 
Zion; and Iet us remember that we who 
profess to be on the side of Christ, have 
an important part to perform, in this 
great work; and let us esteem it a hap- 
piness that we live, ina period, in which 
we may perform some humble part, to 
promote that cause, for which the Sav- 
iour laboured aud suffered and died. 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CONVEN- 
TION TO THE CHURCHES. 

1. As arelation between a minister 
and his people is one of the most solemn 
that can be formed in this world, the 
Con vention recommend that this rela- 
tion should never be dissolved without 
making public the true. reasons of dis- 
content in the parties, since the opposite 
practice tends on the one hand to shield 
the tmmoralities and erroneous opinions 
ofa minister, or onthe other a gloss o- 
ver the unreasonable discontents and vi- 
ces of a people. 

2. It is recommended to the several 
Congregational churches in this state 
that they employ no stranger to preach 
among them who is not recommended 
by some person of our communion au- 
thorised to give recommendations by the 
general body frem within whose bounds 
he has come, or by some member of the 
committee of credentials appointed by 
this Convention. 

3. It is recommended to the members 
of the several Associations connected 
with the convention to extend occasion- 
al assistance to destitute towns in thei: 
vicinity by preaching lectures, and by 
performing such other missionary labors 
as they may deem consistent with the du- 
ties they owe totheirrespective parishes. 

4. It is recommended to all the friends 
of the Redeemer throughout our partic- 
ular connexion to observe a season of 
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tures intothe lands of such poeple, they may 
have cause to bless the day they were pat into 
prison. A few Religious tracts might prove a 
great blessing also; such as the Life of Colo- 
nel Gardner, Dairyman’s Daughter; and if 
there were a few that would point out the 
evil of swearing, drunkenness, and Sabbath- 
breaking, as these seem to be the prevailing 
sins inthis place. Sir, be pleaséd to pardon 
a poor prisoner for taking the liberty I have 
taken. tam, sir, your very humble sei vant. 
Sheriff's Prison, Cell No. 10. 


IMPORTANT PROPOSAL. 


For the Religious Intelligencer. 


We invite the serious atlention of Christians 
fo the following Proposal for a Concert 
in extraordinary Closet Prayer. 


The monthly concert for social prayer is 
among the most favourable tokens of the near 
approach of the latter day glory of the Chureh, 
For all the great blessings connected with the 
Millennium, the Lord will be inquired of by 
the house of Israel. Before a nation shall be 
born in a day, Zion must travail in agonizing 
prayer, as well as in other most spirited exer- 
tions to spread abroad the knowledge of the 
only true God, and of Jesus Christ whom he 
hath sent. The prayers of God’s people will 
be of the greatest importance towards hasten- 
ing the day of Zion's prosperity, in two ways: 
First ; Their prayers are prevalent. The God 
of Zion is a prayer-hearing God. In the se- 
cond place; The prayers of the people of 
God have a most powerful tendency to pro- 
mote their sanctification, and thus to prepare 
them to shine as lizhts in the world. And 
what on: thing is more necessary to bring 
forward the long wished for day, than an in- 
erease of holiness in the disciples of Christ? 
Growth in grace, will do more than growth in 
numbers, to prepare the Church forthe Mil- 
lennium. In view of the great importance of 
prayer to promote sanctification in the 
€hurch, and to bring down blessings on our 
fallen world, we cannot be too thankful to 
God for putting it into the hearts of some to 
propose the monthly concert, and for disposing 

so many to fall in withthe proposal. 1! would 
now cail the attention of the praying family of 
Christ, to an additional proposal. It is this: 
‘hat every Christian should endeavour to de- 
vote one evening in each week, in those 
weeks when the monthly concert does not oc- 
cur, to eloset prayer. As the social concert is 
fixed on Monday evening, it is proposed to 
take the same evening of the week for the se- 
cret concert. And as there is a great number 
ef praying peopie who cannat attend the 
prayer meetings, which are held on the first 
Monday of the month, it is suggested to them 
whether it ayould not be desirable that they 
should, i? not prevented by something more 
than ordinary, consider that evening as sa- 
cred to devotion. ‘There is no doubt but that 


much of that prayer whick will avail to bring 
torward the glory ofthe Milienuium, will be 
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breathed out in the closet before Him why 
seeth in secret. The closet is & favoured 
place to wrestle with the Angel of the cove. 
nant In this sacred retreat there is no fear o; 
man ;—there is nothing to prevent the chitd 0; 
God from pouring out his whole heart before 
his heavenly Father. By this proposal for q 
concert in secret prayer, on a particular even. 
ing of each wack, I would not intimate that 
Christians do not pray every evening: but 
can they not profitably devote more time to 
this important duty ? If they were ordinarily 
to devote one whole evening every week to 
secret devotions, would it not tend to ad- 
vance the work of grace in their own souls? 
Would it not greatly increase the cloud of in- 
ecense before the mercy-seat ? And would not 
earth, to its remotest ends, feel the influence 
of this concert in the prayers of those who are 
Waiting for the kingdom of God ? 





SOUTH SEA ISLANDS. 
Yo the Editor of the Religious Intelligencer. 


In reading your history of the Mission to the 
Society Islands, lately published, the fol- 
lowing thoughts occurred. Z. 


Embosom'd in a world of seas, 

Fann’d with a ceaseless summer breeze, 

Adorn’d with ever-verdant trees, 
Secluded Huaheine. 


Thy sons no other mortals knew, 

Save those who steer’d the rough canoe, 

Till Cook brought to their wond’ring view 
His stately floating isle of Piue 


In thee he found a barb’rous race, 

Unus’d to arts, unknown to grace, 

With heart, more sable than their face, 
Neglected Huaheine ! 


He told your tale on Christian land; 

Up rose a self-devoted band, 

Who brought to your benighted strand 
The Gospel light divine. 


How chang’d the scene! Your sons no more 

A shapeless log of wood adore, 

Nor seek his aid, with human gore, 
Delighted Huaheine ! 


Thy sons now bound in chains of love, 

Bend to his rule, who reigns above, 

Have chang’d tlie serpent forthe dove, 
In social order shine ! 


Go forth ye heralds of rich Grace, 

Prociaim good news in every place, 

Where dwell, of man’s apostate race, 
Bent on the high design. 


Your gracious Lord around you throws 

His shield to save you from your foes, 

Seek out; For with yon still he goes, 
Each unfound Huaheine. 
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